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Senate Bill 219, To preserve racial integrity, passed the House
March 8, 1924, and is now a law of the State.

This bill atms at correcting a condition which only the more thought-
ful people of Virginia know the existence of.

It is estimated that there are in the State from 10,000 to 20,000,
possibly more, near white people, who are known to possess an inter-
mixture of colored blood, in some cases to a slight extent it is true, but
still enough to prevent them from being white,

In the past it has been possible for these people to declare them-
selves as white, or even to have the Court so declare them. Then they
have demanded the admittance of their children into the white schools,
and in not a few eases have intermarried with white people.

In many counties they exist as distinet colonies holding themselves
aloof from negroes, but not being admitted by the white people as of
their race.

In any large gathering or school of colored people, especially in the
cities, many will be observed who are scarcely distinguishable as colored.

These persons, however, are not white in reality, nor by the new
definition of this law, that a white person is one with no trace of the
blood of another race, except that a person with one-sixteenth of the
American Indian, if there is no other race mixture, may be classed as white.

Their children are likely to revert to the distinctly negro type even
when all apparent evidence of mixture has disappeared.

The Virginia Bureau of Vital Statistics has been ealled upon within
one month for evidence by two lawyers employed to assist people of
this type to force their children into the white public schools, and by
another employed by the school trustees of a distriet to prevent this
action.
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